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LETTERS 1 
From the PuBL1C ADVERTISER of DECEMBER 31, 1783. 
To the PRINTER of the PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 


4:4-©; ' December 26, 1783. 


S there have been lately ſome unfortunate altercations at 
A the meetings of the Royal Society at Somerſet- Place, of 
which it is probable many imperfect accounts may get 
abroad, to the prejudice of the Gentlemen whoſe motions to the 
Society gave alan to them, I beg leave to ſtate to the readers 
of your uſeful paper, a ſhort and true account of them. | 
Dr. Hutton, the Profeſſor of Mathematics, at the Royal Mi- 
litary Academy at Woolwich, is one of the moſt reſpectable 
Members of the Royal Society. He is not only a very learned 
and able Mathematician, (I may ſay, one of the beſt in England) 
but a moſt diligent improver of that ſcience, and a large contri- 
butor of uſeful papers, many of them containing new diſcoveries 
in different branches of it, to the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 73 
He is moreover, a man of great virtue and merit in private life, \ = 
and of uncommon modeſty. With theſe good qualities it can- | 
not be thought ſtrange, that his friends ſhould be highly provoked 
at any unjuſt ſlight or ill e that they may think he has 
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eil of the Royal Society (to whom the appointment and removal 


2 
met with. Now it happened, that he was lately poſſeſſed of the 
office of Secretary to the Royal Society for their Foreign Corre- 
ſpondence, an office of a reſpectable nature, from the buſineſs 
that is to be done in it, (which is that of anſwering the letters 
of all foreigners that are in correſpondence with the Society,) 


but of very {mall value, the ſalary annexed to it being only 201. 


a year, or the intereſt of a ſum of fool. which was left to the 
Royal Society, by their corporate naine of the Preſident, Coun- 
cil, and Fellows of the Royal Society of London, for the im- 


provement of natural knowledge, by a Mr. Robert Keck, in the 


year 1727, with a direction that they ſhould pay the intereſt 
thereof to one of the Fellows of the Society, whom they ſhould 
chuſe and appoint to carry on their correſpondence with learned 
foreigners. From the words of the bequeſt it ſhould ſeem to 


follow, that the perſon who ſhould fill this office, ought to be 


appointed to it by an election of the whole body of the Royal 

Society, and not by the Council of the Society only. Buta con- 
trary practice has prevailed, and he has always been appointed 
by the Council. And in this manner Dr. Hutton was appointed 
to it about five years ago. The Doctor's uſual refidence is at 
Woolwich. But, when this office was beſtowed on him, he 
made it his conſtant practice to come to London at leaſt once a 
fortnight, and then to ſtay in town ſome days, in order to attend 


the Preſident of the Royal Society, and confer with him and the : 


two Secretaries, concerning any buſineſs that might have occur- 


red for him to do with reſpect to the Foreign Correſpondence : 


and for this purpoſe he kept a ſet of chambers in Clement's-Inn. i 


Buy means of theſe frequent journies to London, it is evident that | 


he was juſt as well able to carry on the Foreign Correſpondence 
of the Society, as if he had lived conſtantly in London; ſince it 


can hardly be imagined, that any letter received from learned 


foreigners ſhould be of ſuch a nature as to require an anſwer to 


de made to them in leſs than ten or eleven days: and therefore, if 


there was any inconvenience arifing to any body, from the Doc- 
tor's reſiding at Woolwich, while he held this office, it could 
only be to himſelf, from the number of journies it obliged him to 
make to London, and the expence of the chambers he thought it | 
neceſſary to hire there. This trouble and expence, however, hę 
diſregarded, and diſcharged the duties of the office with ſingular 
exactneſs and fidelity; as indeed was to be expected from him, 
as diligence is a ſtriking feature in his character. 
Theſe things conſidered, it will ſeem ſurpriſing that any body 


ſhould entertain a thought of removing this Gentleman from an 
office he was ſo worthy of. But ſo it was, that the Preſident of 
the Royal Society, Sir Joſeph Banks, did form a deſign to do ſo. 


And, in order to effect it by means of the authority of the Coun- 


of 


1 
of ſome of the officers of the Society belongs) he ſome time ago, 
at a meeting of the Council, threw out ſome charges againſt Dr. 
Hutton, of neglect of the duties of this office of Secretary of the 
Foreign Correſpondence, and intimated his withes that they would 
join with him in removing him from it, and beſtowing it on ano- 
ther perſon whom he had pitched upon to ſucceed him. This 
propoſal ſurpriſed the Council; and they did not think proper to 
comply with it: and one of them, the Rev. Dr. Maſkelyne, the 
very learned Aſtronomer Royal at Greenwich, expreſſed his 
wonder that Dr. Hutton (whom he had always ſo much admired 
for his diligence) ſhould be accuſed of any neglect of his duty, 
and defired the Preſident to name the particular inſtances of ſuch 
negligence, that he might mention them to Dr. Hutton, and give 
him an opportunity of alledging what he thought proper in an- 
ſwer to them, and in his own vindication, before the Council 
proceeded to the ſevere meaſure of removing him. This pro- 
poſal ſeems not only to have been reaſonable and prudent, but 
even to have been grounded on the firſt principles of juſtice, 
which require that every man ſhould be heard in his own de- 
fence, before he is condemned. But it was not acceded to. The 
Council however did not proceed to remove Dr. Hutten from 
his office; upon which the Preſident made a motion, that, in a 
leſs direct manner, was calculated to produce the ſame effect, 
which was, „That it was inconvenient and inexpedient, that the 
« office of Secretary for the Foreign Correſpondence, ſhould be 
« held by any perſon that did not reſide uſually in London,” 

This reſolution was put and carried by ballot in the Council, 
by a majoriry of ten balls to two, the two diſſentient balls (to 
their honour be it ſpoken) being thoſe of Dr. Maſkelyne and 
Mr. Maty, (the worthy and learned Secretary to the Royal So- 
ciety,) as has ſince been manifeſted from the part they took in. 
the late debates at the meetings of the Society, When this pro- 

ceeding was made known to Dr. Hutton, he underſtood it to be 
intended to put him under a neceſſity of reſigning this office, in 
order to prevent the diſgrace of being removed from it by a ſe- 
cond reſolution, which he apprehended would ſoon be moved and 

Carried in the Council for that purpoſe, with a plauſible appear- 
ance of moderation and conſiſtency, as being a neceſſary conſe, 
quence of the reſolution already pailed. And in this he, proba- 

| bly, did not miſconceive the intention of the Council, ſince one 
of them ſaid, in the Council-room, “ that it was lettin 
Dr. Hutton down eaſy.” In order, therefore, to prevent the 

diſgrace of a direct removal from the office, Dr. Hutton, by the 
advice of his friend Dr. Maſkelyne, (as Dr. Maſkelyne has de- 
clared to the Society) determined to reſign it. But, as he was 
conſcious that he had diſcharged the office with the utmoſt dili- 

. gence and punctuality, and was perfectly innocent of the charges 
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met with. Now it happened, that he was lately, poſſeſſed of the 
office of Secretary to the Royal Society fortheir Foreign Corre- 
ſpondence, an office of a reſpectable nature, from the buſineſs 
that is to be done in it, (which is that of anſwering the letters 
of all foreigners that are in correſpondence with the Society,) 
but of very ſmall value, the ſalary annexed to it being only 201. 
a year, or the intereſt of a ſum of 5o0ol. which was left to the 
Royal Society, by their corporate name of the Preſident, Coun- 
cil, and Fellows of the Royal Socicty of London, for the im- 
provement of natural knowledge, by:a Mr. Robert Keck, in the 
year 1727, with a direction that they ſhould pay the intereſt 
thereof to one of the Fellows of the Society, whom they ſhould 
chuſe and appoint to carry on their correſpondence with learned 
foreigners. From the words of the bequeſt it ſhould ſeem to 
follow, that the perſon who ſhould fill this office, ought to be 
appointed to it by an election of the whole body of the Royal 

Society, and not by the Council of the Society only. But a con- 

trary practice has prevailed, and he has always been appointed 

by the Council. And in this manner Dr. Hutton was appointed 
to it about five years ago. The Doctor's uſual reſidence is at 

Woolwich. But, when this office was beſtowed on him, he 
made it his conſtant practice to come to London at leaſt once a | 
fortnight, and then to ſtay in town fome-days, in order to attend 

the Preſident of the Royal Society, and confer with him and the 
two Secretaries, concerning any buſineſs that might have occur- 
red for him to do with reſpect to the Foreign Correſpondence : 
and for this purpoſe he kept a ſet of chambers in Clement's-Inn. 
By means of theſe frequent journies to London, it is evident that 
he was juſt as well able to carry on the Foreign Correſpondence 
of the Society, as if he had lived conſtantly in London; fince it 
can hardly be imagined, that any letter received from learned 
foreigners ſhould be of ſuch a nature as to require an anſwer to 
de made to them in leſs than ten or eleven days: and therefore, if 
there was any inconvenience arifing to any body, from the Doc- 
tor's reſiding at Woolwich, while he held this office, it could 
only be to himſelf, from the number of journies it obliged him to 
make to London, and the expence of the chambers he thought it 
neceſſary to hire there. This trouble and expence, however, he 
diſregarded, and diſcharged the duties of the office with ſingular 
exactneſs and fidelity; as indeed was to be expected from him, 
as diligence is a ſtriking feature in his character. | 

Theſe things conſidered, it will ſeem ſurpriſing that any body 

ſhould entertain a thought of removing this Gentleman from an 
office he was ſo worthy of. But ſo it was, that the Preſident of 
the Royal Society, Sir Joleph Banks, did form a deſign to do fo. 
And, in order to effect it by means of the authority of the Coun- 
eil of the Royal Society (to whom the appointment and en 
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of ſome of the officers of the Society belongs) he ſome time ago, 
at a meeting of the Council, threw out ſome charges againſt Dr. 
Hutton, of neglect of the duties of this office of Secretary of the 
Foreign Correſpondence, and intimated his withes that they would 
join with him in removing him from it, and beſtowing it on ano- 


ther perſon whom he had pitched upon to ſucceed him. This 


propoſal ſurpriſed the Council; and they did not think proper to 
comply with it: and one of them, the Rev. Dr. Maſkelyne, the 
very learned Aſtronomer Royal at Greenwich, expreſſed his 
wonder that Dr. Hutton (whom he had always ſo much admired 
for his diligence) ſhould be accuſed of any neglect of his duty, 
and deſired the Preſident to name the particular inſtances of ſuch 
negligence, that he might mention them to Dr. Hutton, and give 
him an opportunity of alledging what he thought proper in an- 
ſwer to them, and in his own vindication, before the Council 


proceeded to the ſevere meaſure of removing him. This pro- 
poſal ſeems not only to have been reaſonable and prudent, but 


even to have been grounded on the firſt principles of juſtice, 
which require that every man ſhould be heard in his own de- 
fence, before he is condemned. But it was not acceded to. The 
Council however did not proceed to remove Dr. Hutton from 


his office; upon which the Preſident made a motion, that, in a 


leſs direct manner, was calculated to produce the ſame effect, 
which was, „That it was inconvenient and inexpedient, that the 


« office of Secretary for the Foreign Correſpondence, ſhould be 


« held by any perſon that did not reſide uſually in London.“ 


This reſolution was put and carried by ballot in the Council, 


by a majoriry of ten balls to two, the two diſſentient balls (to 


their honour be it ſpoken) being thoſe of Dr. Maſkelyne and 


Mr. Maty, (the worthy and learned Secretary to the Royal So- 
ciety,) as has ſince been manifeſted from the part they took in 
the late debates at the meetings of the Society, When this pro- 


ceeding was made known to Dr. Hutton, he underſtood it to be 


intended to put him under a neceſſity of reſigning this office, in 
order to prevent the diſgrace of being removed trom it by a ſe- 
cond reſolution, which he apprehended would ſoon be moved and 
carried in the Council for that purpoſe, with a plauſible appear- 
ance of moderation and conſiſtency, as being a neceſſary conſe, 
quence of the reſolution already pailed. And in this he, proba- 
bly, did not miſconceive the intention of the Council, ſince one 
of them ſaid, in the Council-room, “ that it was letting 
« Dr. Hutton down eaſy.” In order, therefore, to prevent the 
diſgrace of a direct removal from the office, Dr. Hutton, by the 
advice of his friend Dr. Maſkelyne, (as Dr. Maſkelyne has de- 
clared to the Society) determined to reſign it. But, as he was 
conſcious that he had diſcharged the office with the utmoſt dili- 
. gence and punctuality, and was n innocent of the charges 
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him thanks for his ſervices in the office while he held it: for that, 
055 as 


4 3 


f negligence infinuated by the Preſident againſt him; and, as he 


h 


his conduct before them, (where, according to the ordinary courſe 
Of buſineſs in the Society, he ought to have made it) he deter- 
mined to reſign his office to the Society at large, at one of their 
weekly meetings, inſtead of reſigning it, in the common way, 
to the Council, by whom, or rather by whoſe predeceflors in 
office (as the Council is choſen anew every year) he had been 
appointed to it. By thus reſigning his office to the Society at 
large at one of their weekly meetings, he hoped to have ſome op- 


portunity of exculpating himſelf before them, from any ſuppoſed 
or inſinuated charges of having neglected the duties of his ſaid 
office while he held it; and he accordingly made this public re- 


ſignation of his office to the Society at large, at their weekly 


meeting at Somerſet-Place, on Thurſday, the 27th of Novem- 


ber, 1783. This reſignation gave riſe to the motions which were 
the occaſion of the debates in the Society, in their two weekly 
meetings of Thurſday, December 11, and "Thurſday, Decem- 


be 18, 1783, of which I will ſend you ſome account in a ſub- 
ſequent letter.. — 9 gn 


V 
Frem the PuBL1c ADVERTISER of JANUARY 3, 1784. 


S I R, 15 December 27, 1783. 


: * my laſt letter I gave you a plain account of the proceedings 


of the Preſident and late Council of the Royal Society, with 
reſpect to the office of the Secretary of the Society for their Fo- 
reign Correſpondence, which gave riſe to the debates in the So- 
ciety at large, at their weekly meetings, on the 11th and 18th of 
this month. As Dr. Hutton had, at a preceding weekly meet- 


ing, reſigned his office to the body at large, though without aſ- 


ſigning any reaſon for his doing ſo, Mr. Poore, of Lincoln's- 
Inn, a Barriſter at Law, of great eminence in various branches 


ad been refuſed by the Council the liberty of laying a defence of 


* 
8 


Ä 


of literature, and who therefore had a ſtrong ſenſe of Dr. Hut- 


ton's learning and merit, made a motion in the Society, on the 


11th of this month, « To return the Doctor thanks for his ſer᷑- 


« vices to the Society in the office of their Secretary for Foreign 
„ Correſpondence, during the time he held it.” He ſaid he 


ſhould not enter into the reaſons that might have induced Dr. 
Hutton to reſign his office; which, he took it for granted, muſt 
be good ones: but that, ſince he had reſigned it, and had made 
the Society at large acquainted with his reſignation, by making 
it to them, he thought it would be a proper compliment to return 


4 | 
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as he was well acquainted with Dr. Hutton's abilities and in- 


duſtry, and his general reputation of punctuality in diſcharging 
the duties of every office he undertook, and as he had never 
heard the ſmalleſt inſtance of any neglect of the duties of his late 


office ſpecifically alledged againſt him (though ſome vague inſi- 


nuations of that kind, without any mention of particular facts, 
had, he believed, been thrown out againſt him) he could not 
but ſuppoſe that he had behaved with the ſame diligence and 


punctuality in this office as in every other, and conſequently he 


was entitled, in his opinion, to the thanks of the Society for his 
ſervices. | 3 8 
This motion was ſeconded by Mr. Maty, the Secretary of the 


Royal Society, and, in all appearance, would have paſſed unani- 
mouſly, and thereby prevented all further debate that evening, if 


Sir Joſeph Banks, the Preſident of the Society, had not thought 


proper to oppoſe it. He told the Society that he thought the mo- 


tion improper, becauſe it was deſiring the Society to return Dr. 


Hutton thanks, for his conduct in an office in which they were 


not acquainted how he had conducted himſelf;— That, if he had 
conducted himſelf ever ſo well in the office, it was more than the 


Society knew, and therefore that they ought not, In that ſtate of 


Ignorance of his merits, to take upon them to pronounce upon 


his conduct: — And that, for aught they knew to the contrary, 


he might have been negligent of his duty in that office ;—and 
He therefore propoſed that a Committee ſhould be appointed 
to enquire into Dr. Hutton's conduct in the ſaid office of Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Correſpondence, before they proceeded to 
this vote of thanks to him for his ſervices in it. This propoſal 
of the Preſident ſeemed reaſonable, and was not in the leaſt ob- 
jected to by Dr. Hutton's friends, who rather wiſhed to have his 
conduct enquired into, as they were confident the enquiry would 
turn out to his honour. But it ſoon ſeemed to be Joſt fight of 


4 by all the Gentlemen who took part in the debate : which was 


rather of a deſultory kind, and tended principally to the diſcloſing 


and 12208 before the Society, the proceedings of the Preſident 


and late Council, reſpecting this office, which have been ſet forth 
in my former letter. | ES 

After ſome. time ſpent in this general kind of converſation, 
(which did not ſeem likely to be ſoon ended) the Earl of Mul- 
grave propoſed to put the previous queſtion, + Whether or not 
<« the main queſtion of returning Dr. Hutton the propoſed thanks 
“ for his ſervices ſhould be put?” And this motion was ſecond- 


| ed by Mr. Frere. This queſtion was alſo the ſubject of ſome 


debate; but after ſome time it was put by the Preſident, and de- 
termined by ballot in the affirmative, by 33 balls to 28, or a ma- 
jority of five balls, © that the main queſtion ſhould be put,” And 

a, n os aſter 


£93 
after this the main queſtion was put accordingly, namely, © That 
* the thanks of the Society ſhould be returned to Dr. Hutton, 
for his ſervices in the ſaid office of Secretary for Foreign Cor- 
| « reſpondence;“ and it was carried likewiſe in the affirmative 
by Pp balls to 25. And then the thanks of the Society were ac- 
cordingly returned to Dr. Hutton, by the Preſident, in the name 
. c _ Society. And with this the buſineſs of the evening con- 
= cluded. ̃ 
In the courſe of the debate, the proceedings of the Preſident 
and Council, which have been mentioned in the foregoing letter 
the general complaint made by the Preſident to the Council, 
of Dr. Hutton's negligence in the diſcharge of the duties of this 
office of Foreign Secretary, and his intimation of his deſire that 
the Council would join with him in removing Dr. Hutton from 
it — the requeſt of Dr. Maſkelyne to the Preſident, “to ſtate 
«© ſome ſpecific inſtances of Dr. Hutton's negligence, that he 
| * might acquaint Dr. Hutton with them, and that Dr. Hutton 
| «© might be heard in his defence with reſpect to them, before he 
ll & was removed from the office;” and the Preſident's refuſal to 
| comply with this requeſt the Council's not chuſing to comply 
ll | with the Preſident in his deſign of immediately removing Dr, 
= Hutton from the office, and their joining with him in making the 
* reſolution, “ that it was expedient that the perſon who held the 
1 « ſaid office of Foreign Secretary ſhould reſide in London;“ by 
| means of which Dr. Ratten would probably be induced to reſign 
the office, as he has ſince done; and alſo the Preſident's having 
itched upon, and named to the Council, another perſon, whom 
he wiſhed to promote to the ſaid office, in Dr. Hutton's place, 
and whom he had prevailed upon tis declare a readineſs to accept 
the office in caſe it ſhould become vacant:—All theſe things were 
fully declared and teſtified to the Society by Mr. Maty, their Se- 
cretary, who was preſent at the tranfaction of them. | 
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, fo 6 | December 26, 1783. 
8 As in the debate on the motion for returning thanks to Dr. 
Hutton for his ſervices to the Royal Society in his late office 
of Secretary for their Foreign Correſpondence, which was car- 
ried in his favour by 30 balls to 25, the Preſident of the. Society 
had declared it to be his opinion, that the Doctor had of late been 
negligent in the diſcharge of the duties of that ee nen he 
did not mention any inſtances of ſuch neglect) Dr. Hutton was 
deſirous of removing every ſhadow of blame, Which 6 be 

| | up- 


Co 1 


ſuppoſed. by. the 3 to lie upon his conduct in conſequence 


oft the Preſident's declaration. He therefore, in the interval, 
between the 11th and the 18th of this month, drew up a written 
vindication of his conduct in the office, in which he firſt ſtated 
the buſineſs that was to be done in the office, and the manner in 
which the Secretary of the Foreign Correſpondence was to be 
employed by the Preſident and Secretaries of the Society to do 
it, namely, by delivering to him the letters they had received 
from foreigners, and which it would be his duty to anſwer, and 
by putting into his hands ſuch papers on philoſophical ſubjects as 
were written in foreign languages, and were intended to be pub- 
liſhed in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, that he might tranſlate 
them into Engliſh. For this duty, it ſeems, has been ſuper- 
added by the Preſidents and Councils of the Society to the ori- 
ginal duty of carrying on the Foreign Correſpondence of the So- 
ciety, which was required by Mr. Keck's will, in order to intitle 
the ſaid Foreign Secretary to the 20l. per annum, bequeathed by 
him. Having ſtated the duties of the office, Dr. Hutton, in his 
written defence of his conduct, proceeded to ſhew how he had 
diſcharged them; and for this purpoſe he mentioned all the let- 
ters which had been put into his hand to be anſwered, and every 
other piece of buſineſs, which he had been required to do by rea- 
ſon of the office, and then told the Society what he had done in 
conſequence. of this office, and informed them that 1t had all been 
done in due time and without delay, 5 5 
This was the ſubſtance of the paper which Dr. Hutton had 
written in his own vindication, and which he withed to be pre- 
ſented to the Society, and read to them by the Secretary, Ac- 
cordingly, in the meeting on the 18th of this month, Dr. Hor- 


ſley moved, That this defence of Dr. Hutton's conduct in his 


late office of Secretary of the Foreign Correſpondence ſhould 
be read by the Secretary.” The motion was ſeconded by 
Dr. Maſkelyne, and not oppoſed by any body; and thereupon 
the paper was read. And, after reading it, the Society ſeemed 
to be quite ſatished, that Dr. Hutton's conduct in that office 
had been perfectly regular and diligent, and ſuch as his friends, 
and a majority of the Socicty at the preceding meeting on the 
11th inſtant, had ſuppoſed it to have been when the motion for 
the vote of thanks was carried in his favour. I ought alſo on 
this occaſion to mention, that Dr. Fordyce ſpoke to the merit 
of the tranſlations of papers from foreign languages, which had 
been made by Dr. Hutton, and ſaid, that he had read and ex- 
amined many of them, and found that they Tere 3 
good. After ſome converſation, rather than debate, that aroſe 
in conſequence of the reading of Dr. Hutton's defence, (the 
truth of every particle of which was not denied by the Preſident, 
or any other perſon whatſoever) a motion was made by Governor 

| A 4 Pownall, 
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Pownall, and ſeconded by Mr. Glenie, to the following 
effect, to wit, —“ That if any imputations of neglect of his 
x duty in the office of Secretary to the Royal Society for 
their Foreign Correſpondence, have been caſt by any per- 
| ſon on Dr. Hutton, it is the ſenſe of the Society, that thoſe 
„ 1mputations are entirely effaced and removed, and Dr, Hut- 
% ton's conduct in that office perfectly cleared, and ſhewn to he 
free from blame, by his written Ae, and by what has been 
18 A teſtihed in the courſe of the debate concerning it.” — This 

| Queſtion was put to the ballot, and carried in Dr. Hutton's fa- 

| your by either 45 balls, or 49 balls (I am not ſure which) to 15 
1 balls. And ſo the buſineſs of the evening of the 18th inſtant 
concluded. This, you may depend upon it, is a fair and true 
= account of the late debates at the Royal Society. I heartily wiſh 

| there may be no more of them, and ſor that purpoſe that there 
may be no juſt and neceſſary occakon given for renewing them. 
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ll From the Punic ADVERTISER of FEBRUARY 11, 1784. 


1 WK R, e January 20, 1784. 
a 1 N addition to the accounts inſerted in the foregoing letters, 
"8 concerning the tranſactions and debates held at three late meet- 
| ings of the Royal woe & (occaſioned by the unjuſtifiable con- 
1 duct of the Preſident to Dr. Hutton, the Secretary to the Society 
1 for their Foreign Correſpondence) I now ſend you a ſhort and 


* faithful abſtract of the extraordinary buſineſs tranſacted at the 
16 meeting of the Society on the 8th of this month. . | 
| In the courſe of the debates held on the former days above- 
mentioned, it had been thrown out that the affair of Pr. Hut- 
. ton, which had been fo fully examined and debated, was not the 
only inſtance of the Preſident's mal-adminiſtration in his office; 
that he had done other acts alſo of a high and offenſive nature, 
which ought to be redreſſed, and which therefore muſt be pub- 
licly brought forward, to be examined by the Society, that they 
might thereby be the better able to judge, whether it would be 
proper annually to ele into the office of Preſident, a Gentle- 
it man who had ſo groſsly abuſed the powers of that office, to the 
it great injury of the Society, and imminent danger of deſtroying 
Wl | the very ends of its inſtitution. The mention of theſe com- 
bi | plaints ſeemed to alarm the Preſident: With a view therefore 
TE as it ſhould ſeem, to ſtifle and ſuppreſs all farther enquiry what- 
| ever into his conduct, he had by various means prevailed upon a 
| great number of Gentlemen, who, though Members of the So- 
| ciety, 
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ng eiety, are not in the habit of attending the ordinary meetings of 
his it, to come down for once to ballot for a vote of general appro- 
for bation of his conduct in office, in oppoſition to the opinion 
er- which ſeemed to be entertained of it by a great majority of thoſe 
oſe Members of the Society who moſt conſtantly attend their meet- 
at- ings. Accordingly, on the 8th inſtant, the Meeting Room was 
2 ſoon filled with near 170 Members; and before buſineſs was en- 
en tered on, a motion was made by a friend of the Preſident, and 
his agreed to, for excluding all ſtrangers from the meeting of that 


fa- evening. The buſineſs was then opened in a ſhort ſpeech by 
15 Mr. Anguiſh, a very reſpectable Gentleman, a learned Maſter 


ant in Chancery, and one of the Commiſſioners for Public Ac- 
rue counts; who remarked, that charges of miſconduct had been 
iſh thrown out againſt the Preſident, which ſeemed to indicate, in 
ere the Gentlemen that made them, a diſpoſition to procure his re- 
1. moval from, or reſignation of, that office ;—that, however, this 


might, probably, not be the wiſh of other Members of the So- 
ciety; and that he thought, the ſooner, it was diſcovered whe- 
ther it was the wiſh of the majority of the Society, or not, the 
better it would be, as ſuch diſcovery would probably put an end 
to the altercations and debates that had of late interrupted the 
peace and harmony of their weekly meetings, and the inſtruc- 
tion and entertainment that moſt of the Members hoped to re- 
ceive at thoſe meetings from the reading of ingenious papers; 
and therefore moved, as the queſtion that would moſt ſpeedily 
bring out a diſcovery of the ſentiments of the majority of the 
Society upon this grand point, “ "That the Society do approve 
“Sir Joſeph Banks as their Preſident, and reſolve to ſupport 
e him in his office.” This motion was ſeconded by the Hon. 
| Mr. Henry Cavendiſh, a very learned and diſtinguiſhed Member, 
but without ſaying any thing in ſupport of it ; and it was oppoſed 
by Mr. Poore, a very learned Barrifter at Law in Lincoln's-Inn, 
and by Francis Maſeres, Eſq, Curfitor Baron of the Exchequer, 
who repreſented, that the motion was ill-timed and premature; 
that charges had been alledged againſt the Preſident ; that the 
very motion itſelf now before the Society ſuppoſed the ſame 
thing; and that thoſe charges ought to be ſtated and heard 
by the Members, before they could conſiſtently vote upon the 
merits of the Preſident, whole conduct they were totally igno- 
rant of; that many worthy and diſpaſſionate Members had come 
that night for information on that head, having been abſent at 
the times of the former debates, and deſired to have ſome evi- 
dence to judge from on a queſtion ſo eſſential to the intereſt of 
the Society; that poſſibly the charges might turn out to be 
groundleſs or frivolous ; though, indeed, from the inſtance which 
had already been conſidered and examined, reſpecting Dr. Hut- 
ton, there was ground to ſuſpect that there might be ſome truth 

| in 
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1 in the other charges alſo; and that the preſent motion, if it was 
I} intended to hinder a fair mention and diſcuſſion of them, would 
be very diſhonourable to the Society, and even to the Preſident 
| dimſelf, who would thereby be brought under a ſuſpicion of 
| ſtifling the evidence of a courſe: of miſconduct in his high office 
| 


in that Society, which ought not to be concealed from the Mem- 
bers of it; and that, therefore, as friends to the Society, they 
recommended that particular days ſhould be appointed for hear- 
| ing and conſidering the charges alledged againſt him, as the only 
| true and fair way of ſatisfying the Members of the Socigty upon 
5 the ſubject, and putting an end to the debates and diſturbances 
Ml! | that had lately prevailed in it; which would, probably, be only 
j inflamed and prolonged by the unmanly and unreaſonable ſup- 
1 preſſion of all enquiry into the truth of the charges, by an ill- 
0 tounded and premature vote of approbation. : . 
Theſe fair and honourable propoſals, however, not being ac- 
cepted, Dr. Horſley roſe to open ſomewhat of the charges, ſee- 
ing that there was no diſpoſition in the Members then preſent to 
1118 , appoint particular days for that purpoſe : he ſtated what had been 
El the mode of practice of former Preſidents ever ſince he had known 
| the Society, and lamented the late change of conduct; he faid, 
118 7 the dignity and importance of the Society were gone, and its 
ll Te very exiſtence in imminent danger of deſtruction; that groſs } 
= _ abuſes or diſorders had happened, by which the very charters 
{18 | themſelves were violated ; and that the redreſs of them was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the very exiſtence of the Society.—He touch- 
ed upon the means and influence employed to fill the room that 
night; as alſo on a private meeting of many Members which | 
had been held at the Preſident's houſe, ſince the laſt meeting of 
the Society, and on ſome things that had been tranſacted there, 
which he treated as very frivolous and contemptible.—He then 
entered on one of the charges, namely, the Preſident's improper 
conduct in controling the freedom of the election of Members, 
by going about the room, juſt before the ballot for ſuch clec- 
tions, requeſting and urging Gentlemen to black-ball the can- 
didate, and ſometimes even uſing threats for that purpoſe; by 
which means, he ſaid, many Gentlemen had been excluded, who | 
would have proved uſeful and valuable Members of the Society. | 
He then ſaid, he held in his hand a liſt of eight remarkable cates | 
of ſuch behaviour in the Preſident, and proceeded to mention 
them, together with the names and qualifications of the candi- 
dates that had, by theſe means, been excluded, and the merits 
and rank of ſuch Members as had ſigned their certificates. But 
he had ſcarcely got through the firſt of theſe inſtances; namcly, 
that of Mr. Henry Clarke, of Mancheſter, (to whoſe merits he 
paid ſome handſome compliments) when he was interrupted | 
and ſtopped by loud noifes and clamours for the queſtion, ſo that 
| 0 nothing 
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othing that he ſaid could be heard. He made ſeveral efforts to 
peak, as did likewiſe many other Gentlemen on the ſame fide, 
but in vain: they repreſented how indecent it was for Gentle 
men of learning and improved underſtandings, to expreſs ſo groſs 
a degree of partiality in this important enquiry, as to hear ſilently 
and with patience, every thing that was offered on one fide of 
the queſtion, in ſupport of the Preſident's conduct, and yet to 


refuſe to hear any thing alledged on the other fide ; and to ſup- 


preſs all endeavours to bring the charges fairly before them tor 


their candid and impartial examination, by riotouſly clattering 
with their ſticks, and calling out loudly for the dran. And 
they repeatedly deſired the Preſident (who thought fit to preſide 
in this debate, notwithſtanding it related to himſelf, and who, 


| therefore, was bound to do the duty of a Chairman in an aſſem- 


bly, and endeavour to preferve good order) to uſe ſome endea- 


vours to check thoſe clamourous proceedings, and prevail upon 


the Members to hear Dr. Horſley with attention, till all the facts 
and proofs of the charges ſhould be fully laid before them : but 
the Preſident was perfectly inactive, and took not the leaſt pains 
to procure ſilence, and reſtore order to the debate. At length, 
as the noiſe and calling for the queſtion continued without abate-. 
ment, and made it impoſſible for Dr. Horfley to go on with his 
account of the eight inſtances of the Preſident's undue interfe- 


rence at elections, which he had begun to ſtate, he gave the 


point up, and propoſed that the previous queſtion ſhould be put, 


namely, „Whether or no the main queſtion ſhould be put?” 


hoping that the Gentlemen preſent, as they were ſo unwilling 
to hear the matter diſcuſſed, would be equally unwilling to de- 
cide it, and would therefore vote, “that the main queſtion 
ſhould not be put.” But in entertaining this hope, he judged 
too favourably of their candour : for, when the previous queſtion 
was put, it was carried in the affirmative, by one hundred and 


ſ1x balls againſt fifty-nine—* that the main queſtion ſhould be 


* put.” And then, in conſequence of this firſt ballot, the main 


queſtion was put, and carried hkewife by, I think, one hundred 


and nineteen balls againſt forty-two. | 
After this buſineſs was ended, Lord Mahon moved, „That, 


for the future, no extraordinary matters ſhould be agitated at the 
ordinary meetings of the 1 without giving notice thereof 
at the meeting next but one before; which was ſeconded and 


unanimouſly agreed to, And with this the buſineſs of the even- 
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ing was concluded, 
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From the PUBLIC ADVERTISER of APRIL 6, 1784. 


WE hear that the Preſident of the Royal Society has given 
freſh diſguſt to ſeveral of the Fellows of it, bi a ſtep he 

has juft taken concerning the office of one of the principal Se- 

cretaries, which has lately become vacant by the reſignation of 

the Rev. Mr. Maty. He has ſent round a card to all the Fel- 

lows of the Society, (to whom the election of a new Secretary 

belongs) to inform them, that Dr. Blagden, (a reſpectable and 

learned phyſician) has offered himſelf as a candidate for the office 

at his defire, and to recommend him to their choice. This ex- 

| $ pPreſſion at his defire, ſeems to imply that no perſon ought to pre- 
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| ſume to be a candidate without his approbation, or can be ſup- 
EL. poſed to have any chance of ſucceeding without it, or of failing 
18 of ſucceſs when he has obtained it; which are implications that 
| | are by no means agreeable to the more independent Members 
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of the Society. This card is called by many of them the Preſi- 
dent's Cong d Elire. Dr. Horſley, in particular, gave it that 
title publicly at the meeting of the Society at Somerſet-Place, on 
Thurſday laſt, the 1ſt of this inſtant April, 1784. © It is, ſaid 

„ he, a call upon the Society to elect a new Secretary, and a 
_ ©. nomination by the Preſident, as their Sovereign, of the perſon he 
« would have them chuſe ; which is exactly ſimilar to the pro- 
« cecding of the King in the nomination of a new Biſhop.” But, 
as, fortunately for the Royal Society, the Preſident's recommen- 
dation of a new officer cannot be enforced, like the Crown's re- 
commendation of a new Biſhop, under the terrour of a Premu- | 
nire, it is hoped that a majority of the Members will venture to 
diſobey this new mandate, and give their votes for the very learn- 
ed and excellent Dr. Hutton, who, it is ſuppoſed, will be a can- 
didate for the office; for which he is in various reſpects emi- 
nently qualified, and upon that account was encouraged to ſtand 
for it in December, 1778, by the late worthy Preſident, Sir John 
Pringle, and Dr. Maſkelyne, the Aſtronomer-Royal, and ſeve- 
ral others of the moſt reſpectable men of ſcience in the Society. 
Sir John Pringle, however, it muſt be remembered, did not pre- 
ſume to ſend a circular card to the Members of the Society, to 
acquaint them that Dr. Hutton ſtood for the office by hrs deſire, 
and to recommend him on that ground to their choice ; but con- 
tented himſelf with privately exhorting him to be a candidate, 
and promiſing him his fupport. He accordingly was a candidate, 
and had a great many votes for him; but Mr. Maty, his compe- 
titor, in conſequence of ſome very peculiar circumſtances, had 
fill more. But now it may be hoped he will offer himſelf again 
and be ſucceſsful, not only on account of his merits and qualifi- 
5 | 5 cations, 
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cations, but to ſhow the indignation of the Society at the right 
aſſumed by the Preſident of thus dictating to them whom they 
ſhall elect. e 


4 


A ſort State of the Caſe betwemn the Profdent of the Rov ar 
7 SOCIETY, and the Fellows in Oppoſition. 


From the MoxxING PosT of FEBRUARY 2, 1784. 


| IR Joſeph Banks, upon the refignation of Sir John Pringle, 
ſolicited the office of Preſident of the Royal Society; and, 


having no competitor, was elected. Ever ſince his elevation, it 


has been his object to enlarge the powers of his office, in fuch a 
degree, as to render himſelf the monarch of the Society. The 
means which he has uſed to effect this, have been an unprece- 
dented interference in the election of Fellows, and the extruſion 
of ſcientific Members from the Councils. By the firſt meaſure, 
many Gentlemen of great eminence, in various branches of ſci- 


@ ence, and of high eſteem in the world, have been excluded from 


the Society ; and by the ſecond the Council, which is a Com- 


; | mittee of twenty-one Members, choſen annually for the ma- 
nagement of the Society's affairs, the direction of experiments, 


and the ſuperintendence of the publication, is become a uſeleſs 


appendage of the Preſident's ſtate, wholly ſubſervient to his will, 


being compoſed of Gentlemen, who, from their occupations and 
habits of life, have neither inclination, nor leiſure, nor abilities 
for the buſineſs of the Society. | 
Dr. Hutton, Profeſſor of Mathematics in the Royal Military 
Academy at Woolwich, was, in the beginning of Sir Joſeph 
Banks's Preſidency, a Member of the Council ; but, being too 
much diſpoſed to have an opinion of his own, he was diſmiſſed, —- 


For, as ten of the Council (by the original charters) muſt go 
out every year, and ten new Members be choſen from the bod 
in their room, it is eaſy for the Preſident to procure the diſmiſ- 


hon of any particular Member, and to fill the Council, as he has 
done, with his own creatures. Not ſatisfied with the diſmiſſion 
of Dr. Hutton from the Council, the Preſident wiſhed to deprive 


him of the office of Secretary for the Foreign Correſpon- | 


dence, which he has held for ſome years, and diſcharged with 
lingular attention and punctuality, For this purpoſe, he 


got a reſolution paſſed in Council, that it would be for the ad- 


vantage of the Society, that the Foreign Secretary ſhould reſide 
| con- 
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the election of candidates. But he no ſooner entered upon this 


Horſley, being much indiſpoſed with a cough and a hoarſc- 


fore deſiſted from the proſecution of his argument, and moved 


1 
conſtantly in London. This occaſioned Dr. Hutton's reſigna- 
tion, and the debates in the Society, Dec. 11th and 18th *. 
The Preſident, alarmed when he found ſo large a body of ſci- 
entific Members prepared to arraign his conduct, and reſiſt his 
deſpotiſm, declared that ſomething muſt be done to preſerve the 
peace of the Society. A company of his friends was aſſembled 


at his own houſe, in Soho-Square : to this company he made a 


long ſpeech in praiſe of himſelf, and of his conduct as Preſident. 
He mentioned how ornamental it is to the Society, that a Gen- 
tleman of his fortune and great connections and conſideration, 


| ſhould prefer the ſituation of their Preſident to the honours he 


might have attained, had an ambition of another ſort, inclined him 
to politics, and to ſeek a ſeat in Parliament. He reminded them of 


the fatigues which he had undergone, and the dangers which he had 
encountered for the ſake of ſcience, in a voyage round the world. 


This ſpeech was received with great applauſe; and in conſe- 
quence of a reſolution of this company, a great number of men 


: of faſhion, who are Members of the Royal Society (but who, 


for the moſt part, have not honoured the Society with their at- 


tendance ſince their admiſſion) were engaged to come down to 


the meeting, on "Thurſday, January 8th, to ſupport certain 


motions to be brought forward in the Preſident's favour. Ac- 


cordingly Mr. Anguiſh moved, That this Society do approve 


of Sir Joſeph Banks for their Preſident, and will ſupport him.” 


The motion was oppoſed by Mr. Poore, Mr. Baron Maſeres, 


Dr. Horſley, the Aſtronomer Royal, Mr. Glenie, Mr. Maty, | 


{the Secretary to the Society), and many other Gentlemen. Dr. 
Horſley inſiſted, that the reſolution of ſupport at this ſeaſon of | 
the year, would be nugatory; for the office being annual, and 


the annual election being juſt paſſed, the'Prefident is in the chair 


for the year, and nothing but his own act can diſplace him. At 
this ſeaſon, therefore, he neither needs ſupport, nor can receive 
any. That the motion of approbation would be mere fulſome 
adulation. Charges of groſs miſmanagement had been openly 
ſet up. No approbation could be given till thoſe charges had 
been found to be groundleſs. To ſhew that they were not with- 
out foundation, Dr. Horſley declared he would immediately go 
into the diſcuſſion and the proof of the Preſident's interference in 


topic, than he was overpowered with a clamour for the queſtion, | 
and the clattering of the ſticks of the Preſident's party. Dr. 


neſs, found himſelf unable to ſtruggle with this noiſe, he there- 
the previous queſtion. Mapy Gentlemen attempted. to ſpeak for 
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the previous queſtion; but they were all cut ſhort (as Dr. Hor- 


fley had been) by the argumertum baculinum. And after much 
clamour, the previous queſtion was put, and refuſed by 1065 


againſt 59—then the main queſtion was carried by a hundred 
and nineteen againſt forty-two. | | 


A motion was then made by Lord Mahon, and carried with- 


out a diviſion, „That for the future, no motion ſhould be 


made, out of the ordinary courſe of buſineſs, without a fort- 
e moht's notice.“ | Tot Hl 


In compliance with this reſolution, at a meeting of the So- 


ciety, Thurſday, January 15th, Sir Henry Englefield gave no- 


tice of his intention of moving, on Thurſday the 2gth, “ That 


the Society do requeſt the Preſident and Council, to publifh the 
name of the perſon to whom they ſhall in future give Sir God- 


frey Copley's Medal, and to declare the ſubject of the paper for 
which it is given, in the volume of the Tranſactions next fol- 
lowing ſuch adjudication.” _ OD 

'T his motion was accordingly made by the learned Baronet, 
on Thurſday the 29th, and ſeconded by Dr. Maſkelyne, the Ai- 
tronomer Royal. The Preſident's party confeſſed it to be rea- 
ſonable in itſelf, but nevertheleſs oppoſed it, upon the ground 
that all motions ought to be diſcouraged; and that the Society 
ſhould not be allowed, upon any pretence whatever, to recom- 
mend any thing to their Preſident and Council. The learned 
Baronet's motion was ſupported, and their deteſtable principles 
of ariſtocratic deſpotiſm, were warmly reprobated by Mr. Poore, 
the Aſtronomer Royal, Dr. Horſley, Mr. Baron Maſeres, and 
Mr. Maty ; and after a debate of ſome length, in which the op- 
poling party allowed that they had nothing to object to the propo- 
ſition which they oppoſed, Cir Henry Englefield's motion was 
carried by 50 againſt 24. 5 

Mr. Baron Maſeres then gave notice, that it was his inten- 


tion to move the Society, on Thurſday the 12th of February, 


„That, whereas it had been declared to be the ſenſe of the So- 
ciety, that Dr. Hutton, by his written defence, and by what had 
been ſaid upon the ſubject, is totally juſtified from, the charge ot 
negligence in his late office of Foreign Secretary: It ſhould be 


reſolved, That the Society do recommend it to the Preſident 


and Council to reſcind the reſolution of the Council of laſt year, 
whereby perſons reſiding out of town, are made incapable of the 
office of Foreign Secretary, and to requeſt Dr. Hutton to reſume 


the ſaid office.” The Baron was informed from the chair, that a 


lazy had that very day paſſed in Council, that no motion ſhould 
be made without being given in writing to the _— ſub- 
{cribed with the names of fix or more Members. The learned 
aron was aware that this law would be thrown in his way, and 
was prepared for it.— He faid, © Sir, I have my motion fairly 
- 6 Written, 
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* written, and I believe it will ſoon be ſubſeribed by fix, Mer 
bers.“ It was immediately ſigned by himſelf, the Aſtrono- 
mer Royal, Dr. Horſley, Sir G. Shuckburgh, Mr. Poore, and 
Mr. Magellan. Theſe five Gentlemen had 2 engaged 
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to ſo equitable a propoſition. The company went on ſigning, 
till room was ſcarce left in a corner 6f the ſheet, for the Secre- 
_ tary to ſubſcribe his official atteſtation of the delivery of the 
þ The friends of the Preſident throw out ſuggeſtions, that ex- 
pulſions may be neceſlary to preſerve the peace of the Society, 
that is, to eſtabliſh the Preſident's deſpotiſm. Dr. Horſley and 
Mr. Maty are ſuppoſed to be the objects of their intended cen- 


ure. 
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to ſign the motion. Many other reſpectable Members then 
preſſed up to the table, to have the honour of ſetting their names 
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